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July 18, 2023
The Board of Commissioners of Lorain County, Ohio met this day in a regular meeting on Tuesday in the J. Grant Keys
Administration Building, 226 Middle Avenue, Elyria, Ohio, at 4:30 p.m. with the following members present: Commissioner David J. Moore,
President, Commissioner Jeff Riddell, Vice-President, Commissioner Michelle Hung, Member and Theresa L. Upton, Clerk.
JOURNAL ENTRY
Commissioners said the Pledge of Allegiance.
Clerk called roll; Commissioner Moore, Commissioner Riddell & Commissioner Hung

The following business was transacted

A PUBLIC HEARING:
4:30 p.m. - Kelner Ditch, Village of LaGrange and Townships of LaGrange & Carlisle — 15t Hearing.
Don Romancak, Stormwater, Peter Zwick, Chief Deputy Engineer and Mark Rufener, KE McCartney &

Associates

Clerk said there are sign in sheets. Moore said Jessica is walking around.

Clerk said a petition was received in accordance with Section 6131.04 of the ORC on April 7, 2023 filed by the Village of LaGrange
from the Stormwater District to clean and reconstruct the drainage system and to provide permanent easement for county maintenance with all
costs being born to the Stormwater Management District and Village of LaGrange

The Kelner Ditch located in Carlisle Township original Lot No. 22 and Lagrange Township original Lot No. 4, 17, 24, 37, 44, 45, 46, 35
Lorain County, Ohio; and commencing from about 1/5 mile north of Parsons Road then generally south along Kelner Ditch to the terminus at the
point the ditch crosses under Longstreet.

Two laterals of Kelner Ditch located in Lagrange Township Original Lot No. 65 and 66, Lorain County, Ohio; The first within Lagrange
Township Original Lot 65 commencing from the conveyance under the CSX Railroad 1,500 ft west of South Center then southeasterly across
Commerce Drive along the south property line of southern lots along Commerce Drive to the terminus conveyance under Commerce Drive; The
second within Lagrange Township Original Lot 66 commencing from the previously petitioned Kelner Ditch South directly west 2,500 ft to the
terminus.

May 22 - 1,545 certified letters were sent to the owners on said viewing and hearing
There were 192 letters unclaimed/returned and 35 resent to correct addresses

May 24, 2023 — Adam Haines, Keystone School Treasurer wanted more info. Stormwater assisted

May 24, 2023 — W. Robin McClain, President, LaGrange Electrical Assemblies Co., Inc., 349 S. Center St., LaGrange states their land
has good fall to the west towards railroad tracks and in-ground drainage put in place so the land can be farmed. Built a swale to help direct water
away from building and towards tracks and in 52 years never had water problem. The problem is Commerce Drive and had definite drainage
problem for years. Do not believe that their land benefits at all from Kelner Ditch as the east to west fall of the property causes their land to drain
naturally and has also benefited from swale they made approximately 30 years ago.

May 26, 2023 by email from Ken Shauman, 215 Forest St., LaGrange states they live nowhere near Kelner Ditch and have no interest or
benefit in the project

May 29 and June 5 — publication was in the Chronicle Telegram
June 12 — Res#23-321 adopted on April 21, 2023 fixed the time of the viewing and 1* hearing

June 13, 2023 by email Jeffery A. Braden & Katie L. Braden, 632 Hendrix Blvd. LaGrange dispute claim :
that their property is a beneficial parcel of such work and is not located on nor near their residents. The respectfully request their property be
removed as a liable party to be assessed fees due to none of the work zones will directly or indirectly affect their property.

July 14, 2023, Engineer submitted preliminary report dated July 7 from K.E. McCartney & Associates.
Estimate is to clean and restore Kelner Ditch at $2,580,000 of which $580,00 is Village of LaGrange estimated cost In their opinion, this project
is feasible, it is conducive to the public welfare and its benefits are likely to exceed its estimated cost.

Moore said anyone wishing to speak tonight must be sworn in by the Prosecutors office, please stand.
Greg Peltz, Assistant County Prosecutor’s said anyone wishing to give testimony or any evidence of any kind, please raise your right
hand. He sworn in the people.

Moore asked Engineer’s Office if they have any comments. :

Peter Zwick, representing the office of the County Engineer at this first hearing in the process to start off the ditch petition. For the
record, the County Engineer expects that the benefits outweigh the cost of this project. However today, the Stormwater District consultant K.E.
McCartney Engineering will present their preliminary engineering report not him and the County Engineer’s office does concur with the findings
and recommendations of that report including the recoemoded adjustments to the places where the improvement will begin and end. You will
hear about those details in a few minutes. Does the Chairman have any questions for him? Moore said are you having KEM speak during your
part? Zwick said yes.

Thank you Peter, he is Mark Rufener, K.E. McCartney & Associates and will go through a short presentation outlining what they have in
the preliminary report. The preliminary report is quite large so this will be a very condensed version of that.
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First off, they have a couple of photos, some representative of the ditch. A log jam in the first photo and a old foot bridge blocking high
flows and culverts on this ditch that are undersized or not functioning very w: ignificant log jams and sediment has built up.

o
o

Log Jam...

Old Foot Bridge blocking high
flows

Rufener said the preliminary report was submitted and each of you should have available and is dated July 7, 2023. Within that report
they estimated the preliminary cost at $2,580,0000 and looked at benefits and believe the benefits outweigh the costs. It is their opinion that the
benefits outweigh the costs and those improvements will answer the prayer of the petition.

Rufener said taking a look at the benefited area which is 3,402 acres that are benefited. When they say benefited it is not Jjust the parcels
that are adjacent to the ditch but it would be any property that drains to the ditch. Owners could be far away from the ditch, but if that water
drains to the ditch that is considered benefit.

' Benefited Land
Area = 3,402 Ac.

Moore asked if he could interrupt him, Rufener said absolutely. Moore said some of the letters that they received claim that they don’t
receive a benefit. Rufener said right, so they are saying they are not on the ditch, so they really don’t have a benefit. So, in the law the benefit is
actually if you drain to as well as if anything is passing through. The fact that someone property drains to that ditch is considered a benefit.

Moore asked who makes those decisions? Your office? Engineers office? Rufener said who makes the decision whether they drain to it
or not. They take a look at drainage maps and contours and topography and then create an area that would drain to the project, so that is how they
came up with the project that is shaded in blue. Then they do some ground truthing if there are areas that they are not sure of they go out and do
some physical examination of the area, but basically they are looking to see what is draining to that area. Moore said when they get letters of
complaints saying that they are not affected by this who confirms yes or no? Rufener said they can review each of those and make a
determination. Moore asked if Don does that? Zwick said actually it is the Commissioners, the Board of Commissioners decide things about the
benefits. Moore said no, they do that but how do they know? Zwick said this is the recommendation from Engineering Department and the
Consultant the Stormwater District hired. Peltz said what Peter is saying is that they are making their expert analysis on who benefits or not and
the Board finds and determines that or not. Zwick said he will remind the board that based on his research is that this is how it has been done in
Lorain County since maybe the 1850°s or so. That everyone in the drainage area who receives a benefit whether they are on the ditch and they
own property is being cleaned up or improved somehow or whether the outlet that ultimately drains to their property is being improved. The
County has been using this method for apportioning benefits for more than 100 years. Riddell asked if the term they are looking for is watershed?
Zwick said yes. Moore said thank you.

Rufener said within this benefited area they took a look at the points where they were terminating and have a couple of recommended
changes. The First one is the downstream and the original terminus extended past Parsons Road approximately 3,500 feet and based on their
review of the area they are recommending to reduce that terminus about 880 feet and that terminus would then end basically just north of the
Meadow Creek Subdivision where the King Cobalt Ditch ties into the Kelner Ditch. Basically they are recommending shortening the project by
about 880 feet because there is a lot of cost in that section and there really is no benefit that they determined would be gained from it.
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. Recommended ~;
Change in Course
Downstream

Rufener said the second change in terminus is upstream and these two locations would be at the Commerce Drive locations in LaGrange
industrial park on both east and west of Center Street. Originally those laterals were included in the project as they reviewed the location and
ditches with the Village and it was determined that those property owners are already considered responsible for those ditch sections. So, the
Village requested that these sections be taken out of the project, so they are recommending these 2 pieces be removed.

































